
MINUTES 

ATHENS MUNICIPAL-REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chairman Tom Hamilton 
Janice Hardaway 
Ralph Fenton 
Jona Garrett 
Eric Newberry 
Yvonne Raper 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

March 7, 2016 

12:00 P.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Dick Pelley 

OTHERS ATTENDING 
Anthony Casteel 
Gene McConkey 
Mary Scudder 
Jim Dyer 
Andy Brusseau 
Shawn Undsey 

The minutes of the February 29,2016 Work Session were approved on motion by Eric 
Newberry; seconded by Evonne Raper; vote- 3,0 (Ralph Fenton, Tom Hamilton, and 
Janice Hardaway were absent at the Work Session and abstained) Three voting parties 
were Uona Garrett, Etic Newberry, Evonne Raper) 

The minutes of the February l, 2016, meeting were read and approved on motion by 
Ralph Fenton; seconded by Eric ewberry; vote -unanimous 

OLD BUSINESS 

There was no Old Business to discuss. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Clarification of Subdivision Regulations to determine One-Way street width 

requirements . 

Shawn Lindsey said the Railroad and TDOT met with him at Tell Street. Tell Street has a 
couple of blocks; that last block comes up to Howard Street. They want to put up cross
arms. Someone got hurt there not too long ago and cross-arms will make it a Jot safer. 
This is something that TDOT is paying for; we will have to pay a little percentage of it, 
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just for the pavement parts. He told them he would not mind if they dead-end it but there 
is not enough room for a cul-de-sac. The second thing they came up with was to one-way 
it. It is just a small alley now: it is a two-way alley but you cannot go both directions 
because the road is o narrow to begin with. It is probably not much better than 16 feet. 
Mr. Lindsey said he was OK with a one-way street, but then a question comes up. If they 
put the cross-arms there. w ill there be enough of it left to satisfy the subdivision 
regulations. He looked at the sub-division regulations to find the m inimum w idth of the 
street, and there are not any. He said that is why he is at the meeting, to see what the 
Commission wants the minimum width for a one-way street to be. 

Mr. Fenton asked Mr. Lindsey what his recommendation is. Mr. L indsey replied that he 
would be happy with 12 feet. but the fire department and Public Works (garbage trucks) 
might need 16 feet. He said you may want to go to 16 feet. 

There was further d iscussion and motion was made. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

Recommend to add between "E" and "F' m Section 73- One, Way 
Street pavement width a minimum 16 feet with no on,street 
parking. 

Eric Newberry 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

2. Review and recommendation to City Council concerning the Downtown Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) Revitalization Zone Map 

Mr. Casteel passed a map around for the Commission to view. (See attachments) He 
stated ·that City Council is asking t11e Commission to recommend an area (referring to 
map) that w ill define the TlF district. 

Chairman Hamilton asked if a TIF was for infrastructure only and Mr. Casteel said it  
varies. Chairman Hamilton asked what kind of infrastructure is going to put on most of 
this map that is not already there. 

Mr. Casteel said the TIP financing opportunity is based on the applications the City 

receives. Mr. Casteel said be was not sure how it would play out until the Citv receives 

and appl ication to review. 

Mr. Casteel said he thinks this map is esta bl ishing where TIP's can be appl ied at the 

present time. Instead of doing it c ityw ide, they are asking the Commission to say, this 

the area they will apply TIF revitali zation". Mr. Casteel said the map can be amended 

later if necessary 
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There was further discussion. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To recommend the map as shown to City Council 

Eric Newberry 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

3. Review and recommendation to clarify In-fill Structures-Setback Requirements in 
Section 4.07.E. of the Zoning Code. 

Chairman Hamilton told the Commission that in their packet, they have the "In-fill" 
paragraph and the recommendation that staff has made. Mr. Casteel said, right, deleting 
the red portions and adding the blue underlined portions, if they think that would actually 
work. 

Chairman Hamilton said he did not have any problems with it, he thought it sounded 
good. He said the objective is to not have blocks of streets where one house is 20 feet off 
the street and next house is 40 feet off the street and so on, that the houses are zig zagged 
back and forth. A single line of houses is prefetTed. 

There was further discussion 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

The motion was made to adopt the revised setback requirements. 

Ralph Fenton 
Yvonne Raper 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

4. Review and recommendation of changes to the Section 5.03 Exceptions to Height 

Limitations of the Zoning Code. 

Mr. Casteel said this is another thing that came from a BZA meeting, when someone 
needs to go more than the 65 feet they allow in certain districts. The fire chief basically 
initiated this change !TYing to offset where business or industrial use could go as high 
they needed to go as long as they met requirements of the adopted International Building 
and Fire Codes. Tllis is so they would not be restricted by the 65 feet in case the City 
receives a request for some sort of indust1:ial development that needs a 250 foot cooling 
tower, for example. He had the :fire department research it and they came up with the four 
points and then he changed the language in the Zoning Code to match that. 

There was further discussion 
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MOTION: To accept staff recommendations £or exceptions height 
limitations. 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

5. Foxwood bond issue 

Eric Newberry 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

Mr. Casteel said, what be included was a text he received from Stan Womac on Feb. 29, 
2016. and an email to the City Attorney describing the conversation with Stan Womac on 
the telephone on Feb. 26, 20 16. He told him at the time he may be open to giving him 30 
extra days but it was not up to him but to the ommission and if the City Manager said 
any different. The bonds do not xpire, and the maintenance bond does not pick up until 
the performance bond has been completed. 

Chairman Hamilton asked Shawn Lindsey if he thought the $139,000.00, would be 
enough. Mr. Lindsey said yes and they do not need to wait because the road does not look 
like it is in that good of shape. 

There was some lengthy discussion. 

MOTION: To make the recommend the process to pull the bond be started 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

Evonne Raper 
Eric Newberry 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS FROM AUDIENCE 

There were no petitions or requests from the audience. 

STAFF REPORT 

There was no staff report presented. 

�//L-1 �ton Chairman 
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�CJ '\!?££-Ralph Fenton, Secretary 


